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ST JOSEPH, UPTON UPON SEVERN, WITH OUR LADY AND ST ALPHONSUS, BLACKMORE PARK 
This parish forms part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216 

Parish Priest: Fr. Nazarius Mgungwe (01684 574250 – resident at St Joseph’s, Malvern) 

Fr Hugh Sinclair (retired – 01684 592602 – resident at St Joseph’s, Upton) 

Deacon: Rev’d. Seán Duffy (07913 163696) 

The Parish Account name is: Blackmore Park and Upton 

St Joseph’s Church, 9 School Lane, Upton upon Severn, Worcs.  WR8 0LA.  

Our Blessed Lady and St Alphonsus, Blackmore Park, Hanley Swan, Worcs. WR8 0EA 

Hospital Chaplains: Worcester Royal, Newtown and South Bank:  01905 963712 

Parish Website: stjosephupton.co.uk 

Confession: Fr Hugh hears confessions before 4pm Mass on Saturdays; or by appointment 
 

Mass Times:      

Sat 29 Nov 4.00pm Blackmore Park      Ratti De Sousa – R.I.P.  

Sun 30 Nov 9.00am Upton      

Tues 02 Dec 9.30am Upton      

Thurs 04 Dec 10.00am Blackmore Park (Exposition from 9.15am)   

Fri 05 Dec 9.30am Upton   St Birinus 

Sat 06 Dec 4.00pm Blackmore Park       

Sun 07 Dec 9.00am Upton      
 

 

Last weekend’s collection for the Catholic Youth Service raised £99.85 – Thank you. Next weekend there will be a  

second collection for the Poor Parishes of the Diocese. 
 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS The clergy of the Malvern Cluster of parishes are offering a reflection on each of the four 

Tuesdays of Advent. Gathering from 6.45pm for light refreshments with a talk of 15 minutes at 7.30pm followed by a 

further 15 minutes of discussion/sharing and concluding with 15 minutes of prayer; all to end by 8.15pm as follows: 

• 2nd December: Fr Hugh – Upton: Hope, Vigilance and Watchfulness: Self-Examination/Repentance 

• 9th December: Fr Thomas – St Wulstan: Peace, Repentance and Conversion: Prayer and discipline 

• 16th December: Dcn Seán – Blackmore: Joy – Gaudete, Rejoicing and Witness: Charity and service 

• 23rd December: Fr Naz – St Joseph’s, Malvern: Love, Mary: The Fiat and Incarnation: Imitation of Mary. 
 

“Walk With Me” booklets for Advent – and calendars – are available at the back of the church; as is December’s 

(Free) Catholic Post. 
 

Advent 2025 Penitential Services 

• Friday, 12 December at 7pm – St Joseph’s, Malvern 

• Sunday, 14 December at 3pm – Our Blessed Lady & St Alphonsus, Blackmore Park 
 

Parish-in Council If you were unable to come to the meeting please don’t be bashful in sharing your ideas: just jot 

them down on a piece of paper and pop them in the “Suggestion Box” which is at the back of the church. Don’t forget, 

we need people to volunteer to be part of a group who will plan and organise activities, gather ideas from other 

parishioners, and encourage co-responsibility. This will be our Pastoral Council. If you would like to offer your 

services, (or suggest someone else!), please let Fr Hugh or Deacon Seán know. Thank You. 
 

Only a few weeks to Christmas and the winding up of this year’s Missio/APF Red Box Roundup – 

almost all have been returned for their annual service. If yours is still locked up in the garage or 

sitting on the shelf with what may be a button or two clogging its intake valve, our resident 

mechanics, Caroline and Clare – Blackmore & Upton respectively – will be happy to give it the once 

over, flush out any foreign objects – euros, gold doubloons etc – and return it duly certified.   
 

Please pray for the sick of the Parish and all who are housebound; and for the needs of the Malvern Hills Food Bank – 

listed on the noticeboard and at https://malvernhills.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/  They write:  

“In the three weeks leading up to Christmas, the foodbank will provide over 200 food parcels for local 

individuals and families facing hardship. These parcels will include additional items for Christmas such as: 

Mince pies; Boxes of biscuits; Christmas cake bars; Selection boxes and treats; Xmas puddings – all sizes; Savoury 

biscuits for cheese; Yule logs; Packets of stuffing – thank you.” 
 

Health & Safety:  If at any time you come across anything which is a danger to the public, in either of the Churches or grounds, 

please contact our Parish Health & Safety Representative Mark Fisher (07960 077117) or, if he is not available, Deacon Seán. 

Thank you. 
 

Emergency contacts: Anne Rasile 01684 310317; St Wulstan’s, Little Malvern 01684 574658; St George’s Worcester 01905 963712 
 

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance & the National & Archdiocese’s policies & procedures at 

all times. Our Parish Safeguarding Representative is Kevin Douglas. He can be contacted at: sg.stjoseph.malvern@rcaob.org.uk / 

01886 832468 or alternatively the Diocesan Safeguarding Team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240 or safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk, 

if you have any concern.  

https://malvernhills.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
mailto:sg.stjoseph.malvern@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:safeguarding@rcaob.org.uk
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/jubilee-year


Parish of St Joseph, Upton, and Our Lady and St Alphonsus, Blackmore Park 

‘Parish in Council’ Meeting 

Held in St Joseph’s Church, 12th November 2025 

 

Introduction – Fr Naz 

Fr Naz reminded us that the Church had recently celebrated the Feastday of St (Pope) Leo the 

Great whose view of leadership in the Church was that everyone is a leader – using their gifts 

to serve the Church in their own sphere of life. As Fr Naz put it: “There are no spectator ions 

in the Church!” (These ions are present during a chemical reaction but are unchanged by it.). 

No-one should be just watching from outside, or so disengaged from the life of the parish that 

they are both separated from it and unaffected by it. The Diocesan Vision expresses the same 

view in its wish for us all to “work co-responsibly” and so develop “vibrant communities of 

faith” which can have a missionary effect. We need parishioners to put themselves forward 

and to play an active part in bringing the Vision to fulfilment. 

 

The main themes of the ensuing discussion were: 

 
1. The importance of a sense of community 

• Socialising – getting to know each other 

• Coffee after Mass in Upton is helpful – need to invite newcomers in personally 

• Welcoming – everyone at Mass should be engaged in conversation by at least one 

other parishioner 

• Knowing each other by name 

• Knowing more about each other – knowing who we are 

• A feeling of belonging 

• A family 

To develop this: 

• Need places in which to socialise (could book room at St Joseph’s, Malvern) 

• Create occasions to be together e.g. themed evenings, celebrations, picnics 

• Reach out to people 

• Specific focus for gatherings may be helpful (accomplish something and grow 

together at the same time) e.g. Men’s Breakfast, Book Club 

• Have a database of parishioners – e.g. for issuing invitations 

However, we are not just one community, one family – we form an integral part of the 

Universal Church via our ‘Local Church’, which is the Diocese. So, we need to develop as: 

2. A Community of Faith 

• Opportunities to strengthen our faith 

• Growing in our faith, together 

• Opportunities to learn more about the faith e.g. study groups 

• Opportunities to deepen faith e.g. Advent/Lent specials, Day Pilgrimages, Retreats 



3. Community beyond Mass attenders 

• Seeking those who have not returned after Covid 

• Visiting the elderly, the housebound, the sick – would need careful organisation 

• Eucharistic ministers could be commissioned to take Communion to people in their 

homes 

• Safeguarding protocols would need to be strictly adhered to for any home visits or any 

interactions with vulnerable people 

• SVP – used to be very active in our parish for social outreach – could it start up 

again?  

• Catholics who never come to Mass… 

• How to find them?... How to encourage them? …  

• Including young families…. Are there Catholic children not at Catholic schools? 

• We need to make children and their parents feel at home e.g. Children’s Liturgy 

• Also – warm words were said about meetings with other Christians and learning from 

each other in order to understand each other better 

 
4. Making ourselves visible 

• A concert has been proposed at Upton with people being actively invited to attend 

• Advertising our presence e.g. local newspaper… Upton Facebook page… 

• The Autumn Fayre could at least remind Uptonians that the Catholics are here! 

• Telling people we are Catholics! 

 
5. Finance 
• A question as to whether concert-goers (above) would pay to attend it led to a brief 

discussion of the parish finances 

• The Chair of the Finance Committee is preparing a report to share with the whole 

parish. 

• We do not have the funds to keep caring properly for our two churches 

• 26% of donations/collection money goes to the diocese to fund such central 

operations as Finance, Property, The Diocesan Education Service, the Youth Service, 

Safeguarding.. etc. We are part of the larger family – the ‘Local Church’ is the diocese 

• We could all be asked to give more… but that alone would be unlikely to cover costs. 

 

Next Steps:  
• We need people to volunteer to be part of a team who will gather ideas, plan for 

events, and put them in motion… a new Pastoral Council for Upton and Blackmore. 

• We need to hear the thoughts of parishioners who were unable to come to the meeting. 

Further details are in the newsletter. 
 

Conclusion – Fr Hugh 
Given the Diocesan Vision, the new 2030 Diocesan Plan, financial constraints, and shortage 

of priests… we will all be moving over the next five years to ever larger parishes – whole 

groups of parishes becoming one parish. Within this development, our job is to make this 

place – this community – strong; to see the change as positive; to play our part in creating 

vibrant communities.  “The Lord is among us”.  


